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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Seattle-Havana Poster Show at Bumbershoot
In graphic design, a low-tech aesthetic and DIY ethic unite these very different cities

July 9, 2007 (Seattle, Wash.)—Seattle curators, Daniel R. Smith and Jacob McMurray teamed with two Cuban curators, Pedro Contreras Suárez and Pepe Menendez, to showcase recent iconic works from various Cuban and Seattle artists at the Seattle-Havana poster, opening this year at Bumbershoot. This unique exhibit will travel to Cuba in 2008 and stay there permanently as a gift to Havana’s el Centro de Desarrollo de las Artes Visuales. The Desarrollo is a visual arts center dedicated to contemporary art and design. Most of the Cuban artists in the show have never exhibited their works in the United States since the U.S. embargo was imposed on Cuba in 1962. See below for curator bios. Full show details can be found at http://www.seattlehavana.com/.
American's impressions of Cuba are largely shaped by the revolutionary graphic design style that Cuba exported to the world in 1960s and 1970s—think Ché everywhere—freezing our collective mental image of Cuba in a militant past. Current Cuban work is quite different from what we may imagine. It’s more personal in terms of imagery. And the people who produce it—young, recent art school graduates working outside of the state controlled print process—embody a real Havana DIY ethic.

Artists include a range of talents, from recent graduates of Havana’s design school, Instituto Superior de Diseno Industral, to Eduardo Munoz Bachs (1937–2001), arguably the most famous Cuban illustrator and poster designer of the modern era. These Cuban designers’ posters are paired with the recent work of established Seattle designers and artists such as Art Chantry, Jeff Kleinsmith and Modern Dog, to up-and-coming works by Johann Gomez and Micah Barrett, among many others. 

Silkscreen: a medium of choice and necessity

The exhibit largely focuses on cities’ shared love of silkscreen printing. Each city’s designers come to employ this labor intensive print medium, in which each color is laid down individually by hand, for very different reasons. In Seattle, it is mainly an artisan process, used by designers to produce short run commemorative posters for resale, but very rarely for mass consumption because of the prohibitive cost. In Havana, silkscreen printing is used more commonly because the cost is relatively small, its production and pricing regulated by the state. 

“The graphic design work in Cuba is similar to what's aesthetically happening here in Seattle. The barriers are so much higher to producing the work in Havana that it's astounding the work gets printed at all. Pairing posters from Seattle and Havana, as this show does, makes the two cities’ ties much more apparent,” says Smith.

Beyond this shared print process, the exhibit’s posters reflect the artistic vitality of both cities. Seattle and Havana designers are at their best when producing posters for cultural events. Music, film, theater, literary and other arts events are themes that unite them.

Traveling to Cuba in 2008

After its debut at Bumbershoot, the exhibit will travel to Havana in the latter half of 2008 where it will hang at the newly renovated el Centro de Desarrollo de las Artes Visuales. Located in the center of Havana Vieja (old Havana) it is a prominent, state-funded institution with extensive ties to that city’s professional and student design communities. All of the Seattle posters will remain in Cuba as a gift to el Centro de Desarrollo’s permanent poster collection. 

“Not only will we provide an isolated Cuban design community with much desired outside contact and study material, but we will introduce Seattle as the intelligent, arts-focused city it is to the general populace of Havana,” says Smith.

Deconstructing the function of posters

There is nowhere to post posters in Havana. The only public function posters have is to hang at the very events they advertise, but promotion as a function is done by word of mouth. The posters get produced and distributed to friends (mostly given away) because the designers love to make them. They pay for printing out of their own pockets. On the contrary, in Seattle, there are plenty of places to hang posters, but in general the silkscreen posters are designated for a collector's market. They're not often intended for the street or to actually promote the show (witness the proportion of large images to small fonts). They get produced because designers and collectors love their low-tech aesthetic. 

About the Curators

The Seattle-Havana Poster Show is a collaborative effort between four curators, two based in Seattle and two in Havana. In Seattle, Jacob McMurray, curator at Experience Music Project and Daniel R. Smith, Creative Manager at Starbucks Coffee Company. In Havana, Pedro Contreras of El Centro de Desarrollo de las Artes Visuales, and Pepe Menendez, Design Director Casa de las Americas.

Daniel R. Smith is a Seattle-based artist and designer. He graduated from the University of Washington in 1994 with a BFA in Graphic Design and a BA in Interdisciplinary Visual Arts. He has worked as a graphic designer and art director for several Seattle firms including NBBJ Architecture, Starbucks Coffee, Experience Music Project (EMP/SFM), GiftCertificates.com and Realogics. National design awards include selection for The American Center for Design’s 19th Annual 100 Show, and first place in the American Association of Museum’s Design Competition, poster category, 2004. His fine artwork has been shown locally at the Center on Contemporary Art (CoCA), Linda Farris Gallery, and Bellevue Art Museum. His work has been chosen for inclusion in Seattle City Light’s public art collection and Experience Music Project’s permanent collection.  HYPERLINK "www.creativehotlist.com/dsmith" www.creativehotlist.com/dsmith
Jacob McMurray is a Seattle-based curator, designer, and publisher with over 16 years experience with museums, content development, exhibition design, and installation. He is a Senior Curator at both the Science Fiction Museum and the Experience Music Project, two Seattle-based museums dedicated to popular culture, science fiction, and music. He is a co-owner of the literary publishing house Payseur & Schmidt, as well as the screen-printing studio Patent Pending Press. HYPERLINK "www.jacobmcmurray.blogspot.com" www.jacobmcmurray.blogspot.com
Pedro Contreras is an art historian and curator at el Centro de Desarrollo de las Artes Visuales, in Havana, Cuba.  HYPERLINK "http://www.prografica.cult.cu/eng/Index.htm" http://www.prografica.cult.cu/eng/Index.htm   HYPERLINK "http://www.cnap.cult.cu/insti2c.html" http://www.cnap.cult.cu/insti2c.html
Pepe Menendez is a Havana based Cuban designer. He graduated from the Higher Institute of Design in Havana, in 1989, and has been working since then mostly in the field of cultural promotion. Currently he is Design Director at Casa de las Americas. His design work has been exhibited in the USA, Argentina, Mexico, Ecuador, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Sweden, Switzerland, Korea and Japan, and published in international design magazines (Idea, Communication Arts and Applied Arts) and books (World Graphic Design, by Merrell Publishers, and World Wide Identity, by Rockport Publishers). He has lectured on graphic design in his country, and curated several Cuban poster exhibitions, in Cuba and abroad.

http://www.prografica.cult.cu/eng/Index.htm  
http://www.casadelasamericas.org

http://www.seattlehavana.com/  
Other Relevant Web Sites

http://www.prografica.cult.cu 

http://www.havana.icograda.org/web 

http://www.shared-dreams2007.com/index.htm 

http://xcd.aiga.org  

Confirmed Artist List Havana

David Alfonso (Grupo Camaleón)

Pedro Abreu

Eduardo Muñoz Bachs

Fernando Bencomo

Idania Del Rio (Grupo Camaleón)

Laura Llópiz

Eduardo Marín

Manuel Marzel

Pepe Menéndez

Lucía Piedra

Nelson Ponce (Grupo Camaleón)

Abelardo Rodríguez

Jorge Rodríguez

Darien Sánchez (Grupo Camaleón)

Eduardo Sarmiento (Grupo Camaleón)

Khiustin Tornés

Héctor Villaverde

Carlos Zamora
Confirmed Artist List Seattle

Andrio Abero

Barry Ament (Ames Bros)

Micah Barrett

Art Chantry

Don & Ryan Clark (Invisible Creature)
Vito Costarella (Modern Dog)

David Gallo

Johann Gomez

Justin Hampton

Jeff Kleinsmith

Robynne Raye

Coby Schulz (Ames Bros)

Tyler Stout

Dusty Summers (The Heads of State)
Matthew Terich

Craig Updegrove

Devon Varmega

Shawn Wolfe
The Seattle-Havana Poster Show is presented by Vérité Coffee and Cupcake Royale in Seattle with support from AIGA Seattle and AIGA XCD.
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